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Steven G. Slimovitch, B.A., LL.B., provides legal counsel to individuals and corporations in the 
areas of criminal, penal and Charter of Rights litigation.  With over 20 years of experience as a criminal 
defence attorney he has successfully represented clients before all levels of courts including the Supreme 
Court of Canada.  Highly regarded by the judiciary, the prosecution, and his colleagues for both his 
intellectual rigor and his strict adherence to ethics, his expertise is highly sought out by clients, and 
colleagues.  He is frequently called upon by the media because of his ability to clearly analyse current legal 
matters.  He can be reached at 514-984-2309 or slimovitch@montrealcriminallaw.com. 
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1. CANADIAN LAW 

Texting addicts a threat 
The Canadian Automobile Association has again raised the alarm about the apparently high 

number of people who continue to use their electronic devices while driving, which according to 

some sources can be more dangerous than drunk driving. The CAA wants tougher penalties to put 

the brakes on the problem. 

 

Pas de suspension de témoignage pour Tony Accurso 
OTTAWA – La Cour suprême du Canada a rejeté, mardi, la requête de Tony Accurso qui voulait 

la suspension de son assignation à comparaître devant la commission Charbonneau le temps que 

sa demande d’autorisation d’appel soit entendue. 

 

20 Hamilton human trafficking ring members deported 
Twenty members of what has been called the largest human trafficking ring in Canadian history 

are being sent back to Hungary, after the minister of public safety announced today in Hamilton 

the deportation of all but two convicted in the case. 

 

Matthew de Grood, Calgary stabbings accused, has court hearing today 
A court hearing for Matthew de Grood, the 22-year-old charged with five counts of first-degree 

murder in the stabbings of five young people at a house party in Calgary in April, is scheduled for 

today.  
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Meurtre à Montréal: le présumé assassin se cachait en banlieue de Toronto 
L'auteur présumé d'un meurtre survenu à la fin juin à Montréal a été arrêté au cours des dernières 

heures à Brampton, en banlieue de Toronto. Oswald Wyke a comparu jeudi après-midi sous une 

accusation de meurtre non prémédité. 

 

Lawsuit launched against euthanasia law 
Living With Dignity (LWD) and the Physicians' Alliance Against Euthanasia have launched a 

lawsuit challenging Quebec's euthanasia law. 

 

Un père accusé d'avoir battu son bébé de quelques semaines 
ACTON VALE – Un père d'Acton Vale devait comparaître vendredi matin au palais de justice de 

Saint-Hyacinthe, car il est accusé d'avoir battu son bébé âgé seulement de quelques semaines. 

 

B.C. man charged with joining fighters in Syria 
VANCOUVER - A British Columbia man has been charged under a new anti-terrorism law for 

allegedly leaving the country to join Islamist fighters in Syria. 

 

Child pornography charges laid after Canada-U.S. investigation 
HAMILTON, Ont. -- A man is facing child pornography charges following an investigation by 

Hamilton police. 

 

Sammy Yatim killing: More officers should wear cameras, report says 
Front-line police officers who carry stun guns and deal with people in crisis should also be 

equipped with body-mounted cameras, according to a report into police use of force that was 

spurred by last year's fatal shooting of 18-year-old Sammy Yatim aboard a Toronto streetcar. 

 

Gun owners may face less red tape, new responsibilities under proposed law 
The Canadian government plans to introduce proposed legislation that would make life easier for 

many Canadian gun owners. 

 

MPP wants to impound cars with illegal guns 
TORONTO - Driving around with an illegal gun? Say goodbye to your car. 

 

Armed robbery? Home invasion? How 'bout you stay in the U.S. OK? 
The Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA) facilitates the entry of legitimate travellers and 

goods, while protecting the safety and security of Canadians and ensuring that Canada's borders 

are not used for illegal activity. 

 

If crime is down, why are jails crammed with legally innocent people? 
Crime is down - violent crime, especially. But provincial jails are overflowing with a growing 

number of people who are legally innocent and awaiting trial, a Canadian Civil Liberties 

Association report finds. 

 

Mohamed Hersi jailed 10 years on terror charges 
Mohamed Hersi, the first Canadian convicted of attempting to fight with a terrorist group abroad, 

was given the maximum sentence of 10 years Thursday morning in a Brampton courtroom. 

 

Kids in cars: Criminal thoughts 
I think I may be a criminal. A couple of months ago I stopped at the bank to make a deposit. The 

drive through ATM wasn’t operating. My son was being difficult. So I parked in front (in a no-

parking zone at that!) ran in and did my business. I left the kids in the car. 
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2. SUPREME COURT OF CANADA 

Chief justice cleared in spat with Stephen Harper government 
OTTAWA — An international legal body has cleared Chief Justice Beverley McLachlin in her 

efforts to communicate with Prime Minister Stephen Harper’s government over a judicial 

appointment to her court last year, and slammed the prime minister for remarks it says hurt her 

moral authority, integrity and public confidence in the judiciary. 

 

R. v. Taylor 2014 SCC 50 July 18 
Right to counsel — Accused informed by police of his right to counsel — Accused informing 

police that he wished to speak to counsel — Police failing to facilitate contact with counsel at 

scene of accident and hospital — Blood drawn from accused at hospital without accused being 

able to consult counsel and used as basis for conviction — Whether police’s failure to implement 

or facilitate access to counsel was in breach of accused’s right to retain and instruct counsel 

without delay — If so, whether evidence should be excluded 

 

3. AMERICAN LAW 

Chicago violence: Attorney General Holder to send ATF agents instead of 

cops 
During his Wednesday visit to the crime-ridden city of Chicago to meet with the Windy City's 

Mayor Rahm Emanual and his public safety chiefs, Attorney General Eric Holder, said that, as 

part of his goal to help the city government fight crime and reduce youth violence, he is directing 

the head of the Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) to deploy an additional seven 

ATF agents to its Chicago office. 

 

Slain Canadian law professor a victim of targeted attack, Florida police say 
The mysterious shooting death of a respected Florida law professor originally from Toronto took a 

sinister turn on Monday as investigators revealed that Dan Markel was the victim of a targeted 

attack. 

 

Trafficking law largely inapplicable to border crisis 
Despite all the attention it has received, the William Wilberforce Trafficking Victims Protection 

Reauthorization Act of 2008 — a law aimed, in part, at "unaccompanied alien children" who are 

victims of trafficking — appears to have little applicability to the current situation on the border. 

As such, the Obama administration should not be applying the law and granting protections that 

are supposed to benefit trafficking victims to people who are willing participants in human 

smuggling operations. This is an issue I explored in a new report. 

 

4. INTERNATIONAL LAW 

Legal implications of Bangladesh factory collapse 
On April 24, 2013, the Rana Plaza building, an eight-story commercial building in Dhaka, the 

capital of Bangladesh, collapsed. The search for the missing ended on May 13, 2013, with the 

death toll of 1,129. About 2,515 injured people were rescued from the building alive. 
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